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The Great Frame-Up

Retrofit mirror frames make bathroom remodeling easier.

By Matt Weber

hen it comes to DIY
bathroom remodeling,
most people agree that

the easier the job, the batter,
When researching a simple way
to dress up a bathroom mirror,
our staff came across & couple
of easyto-install products that
can really add pizzazz to an oth-
arwise unremarkabile, bullder-
grade mirror.

MIRRORMATE FRAMES
One artfully decorative solution
to retrofitting a mirmor frame:
comes from MirrorMate LLC.
Homeowners can choose from
more than 40 frame styles at
www.mirrormate.com, Simply pro-
vide the company the dimensions

www.exiremehowto.com

of your mirror, along with its
clearance from surrounding
walls. and MirrorMate will custom
cut the frame to fit the miror.
The company ships the frame
directly to the homeowner,

where it can be installed in under
an hour directly to the mirror,
with no need to remove the mir-
rof fram the wall. The frame is
milled with channeis on the rear
that cover all clips and edges.

To install the Mirrormate
Frame, first lay all four frame sec-
tions face down on a sturdy, fiat
surface and arrange the pleces
as they should be assembied.

Each mirror instaliation kit
includes plastic comer connec-
tors. glue, adhesive foam tape,

replacement mirror clips and
cardboard placement comers.
Remove the plastic comer
connectors and find their come-
sponding slots. (There may be
different connector lengths for
different siot depths, depending
on the style of frame).
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Apply glue to the adjoining
miters, spreading it evenly to
coat the ends entirely, Be sure to
lay down paper or cloth to catch
your drips. Align the glued ends
and insert the plastic connectors
into the coresponding siots,
Press in with your thumb and
then use a small hammer to tap
the connectors flush with the
rear of the frame, Repeat the
process for each comer,

Tum the frame over and
inspect the joints. Make sure

each comar is properly aligned
and adjust accordingly before the
glue dries. Wipe away any excess
adhesive with & damp cloth.

Aliow the frame to dry for at
least an hour. Sometimes a
frame comer will show a thin
white lina at the miter, even
when professionally constructed.
If this @ Case, you can easily
disguise it like the pros do—use
& waterbased marker with a sim-
itar color as the frame 1o stain
the miter line.

Once the glue is dry, the frame
Is ready for Installation. Begin by
folding the two cardboard place-
ment comers according to the
instructions provided with the kit
Apply the short strips of two-
sided foam 1ape to the rear of
the cardboard comers,

Then camy the frame to the
bathroom and testfit the frame,
ensuring the rear channeis fit
over the mirmor clips. The back of
the frame should contact the mir-
ror surface on all sides.

Note: if your mirror clips don't
it into the frame’s channels, you
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may have to replace the clips
with the smaller clips that are
ingluged with the installation kit
Sacure the mirror with at least
two clips on both the top and
bottom that mount into wall
studs. Additional clips that miss
@ stud should be anchored into
the plaster or drywall with the
appropriate plastic screw
anchors,

Position the frame against the
mimer so that each edge con-
tacts the mirror and use a hand
level to level the frame on the

wall, When you're confident in
the mirror's position, apply the
two placement comers inside the
upper right and left comers of
the frame, adhering them to the
face of the mirror. You'll need
some assistance to hold the
frame while placing the card-
board comers,

Now, remove the frame but
leave the cardboard templates in
place. Peel off the backing from
the two-sided adhesive strips on
the rear of the frame sections.
These strips are what anchor the
frame to the mirror,

Return to the bathroom mimor
and carefully place the mirror
back over the cardboard place-
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Atitiere the placement comars to
the mirror, then fnstall the frame
using the adhesive strips on the
rear,

ment comers, Befare sticking it
to the wall, double-check with the
level, Then press the frame firmly
against the miror to parmanently
affix it.

That's all there Is to it—just

step back and admire the beauty,



